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Return to the

m junction of Breck
Road and Ball Street

In the corner of the church yard is a
pub and microbrewery. The Thatched
House was erected in 1910 and stands
close by to St. Chad’s Church. It
replaced an ancient cruck built inn
which stood at right angles to this
one. Parishioners often had long
distances to travel to attend church,
therefore pubs were often built next
to churches to provide refreshments.
It is likely that the original pub on this
site was called The Green Man.

Walk down Chapel Street past the
Thatched House and turn right into

Chapel Street Court, a walkway
lined with small shops and cafes.

This was once the notorious Potts Alley
with a lodging house and cottages backing
onto the churchyard, and a running drain
down the centre. The inhabitants of these
cottages were reprimanded in the 1840s
for emptying their chamber pots from
their back bedroom windows into the
graveyard. Walk to the Market Place end of
the old wall, and look closely at the old

Turn left out of Market Place R
, and into Queen’'s Square @~ =~

|}
1 The three storey building on the left was

Poulton’s third coaching inn, the Spread
Iy Eagle. A little further on, the frieze depicting

’ the four seasons over the archway is a
’ reminder of the Corn Mill which stood behind
I this building until the late 1960s. The oldest
4 remaining cobble stones in Poulton can be
7 seen in this passageway which led to a

bakehouse and jam factory in the 19th
Century.

Looking across Queen’s Square the building
at the corner of Hardhorn Road was built as
Poulton’s Institute in the early 1900's to

Cross Queen’s Square
® and walk a little way =

down Hardhorn Road \

|
Hardhorn Road was once known as i

Wheatsheaf Street, named so after a

pub which stood here. In the 1730s a
bakery stood in the terrace of @
' .

cottages on the left of the street and
on the right hand side on the corner
of Wheatsheaf Way was the house
of Samuel Lomas a well-known

was responsible for repairing the
church clock and some examples of
the clocks he made can still be
found in local family homes.

Chapel Street was named
N after the Wesleyan Chapel

.' Walk from Queen
clock maker in the 18th century. He " Square and head to
' the corner of Chapel
1 Street
|
q
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. brickwork and you will see the original . L UL ) PR built here in 1819 and
- ¢ front door steps of these houses. - provide activities and educational classes for - P demolished in 1965. The
g ik ¢ the young people of the town. From the ~ns’ s
’ m=me 1 a . . present Methodist Church
. 1 1930's it was the local library until the present d o
e= s one on Blackpool Old Road was built in 1965. stands on .Queenswa@.ly. n
Walk to the end of Chapel Street * v LY Walk back up Chapel the opposite corner is a T T
. | terrace of small cottages
Court and turn left into Market Place e Street to the entrance of typical of those foundgin 18th WN RAIL
's Churchyard and 7P
St. Chad'’s . A4 Century Poulton. The road
At the southern end of the Market ~ On the west side of the Market Place The pub, next to The Bull, now known as The Stock walk up the diagonal path leading away from Queen’s

Place you will see the Market stands a long terrace of shops. The and Shilling, was formerly a bank. This building Square is known as Higher

Cross, Stocks, Whipping Post and
Fish Slab. It is very rare to find
such a collection of items
preserved together. The whipping
post and stocks were used to
punish perceived wrongdoers well
into the 18th Century. The stone
slab was used for the sale of fish.
Lodging house keepers from the
new seaside town of Blackpool
came here to buy produce on
market days. The lamp post was
erected to commemorate Queen
Victoria's Golden Jubilee in 1887.

original thatched medieval cottages
which once stood here were destroyed
in afirein 1732, which caused damage
estimated at £1032. The money for

rebuilding was raised by national appeal.

The fire was caused by sparks from a
lighted taper being carried in a funeral
procession.

Facing away from St. Chad’s Church you

will notice a row of three buildings
overlooking the Stocks. The Bull on the

right was one of Poulton’s three coaching

inns, but now has a modern frontage.

replaced a fine three storey town house built in 1692
by Sir Alexander Rigby of Layton Hall.

Next to the pub is an 18th century 3-storey house
formerly owned by James Baines. He was a woollen
merchant who lent money to local inhabitants
rather as building societies do today. James Baines
left money to endow three local charity schools so
boys from less wealthy families could be educated
for free. He also funded apprenticeships so they
would have training and work upon leaving school.
His house has been little altered on the outside and
is a good example of Georgian handmade brickwork.
The James Baines charity still exists today.

to take a look at the
historic parish church

The earliest record of a church in
Poulton dates from 1094, but it is

likely that there was a Saxon church
already here. The medieval building

of red sandstone was re-ordered in

1752 by the present church, but research
suggests that the grey stone we can see today
was simply attached to the sandstone walls.
The tower dates from the 1630s and the apse
from 1868. Inside, the building is a marvellous
example of Georgian church design, with box
pews and hatchments in the galleries.

Green, and further on
becomes Lower Green. It is
likely that Poulton’s
common grazing land was
nearby in medieval times.
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OUR JOURNEY BEGINS HERE... (6

step of St. Chad’s Church and

o To begin the tour stand on the
look out towards Market Place.

Poulton-le-Fylde is situated close to Blackpool, in the
district of Wyre, Lancashire and began life as a Saxon
community. Its name means ‘the town by the pool’, a
reference to the River Wyre at Skippool, close to Poulton.
Although Poulton never had a charter, markets and fairs
have been held here since medieval times. Today there is
a Monday Street Market, on Market Place opposite St.
Chad’'s Church.

By the early 1700's the Market Place was surrounded by
low thatched cottages and large three storey town
houses built by local gentry. The streets were unpaved
and there were stepping stones to keep the feet of the
inhabitants out of the mud.

Near this spot stood the moot hall (town hall). In front
were pent houses (sloping roofs over shop fronts giving
protection from the weather) and the Shambles, a place
where animals were slaughtered for meat.

Turn right into
Church Street

The building which now houses the Pork Shop was
once the Plough Inn which dated from the 18th
Century. The Plough Inn was one of a dozen pubs

Walk towards the
9 Golden Ball pub, at the
junction with Ball Street

Across the main road stands the
Golden Ball, dating from the 18th
Century, one of Poulton's three
coaching inns. The archway was the
entrance to the stabling at the back. In
the early 19th Century the pub served
as the town’s reading room where
copies of the national newspapers
from Manchester, Liverpool and
Preston were available. These ‘salons’
were usually frequented by men who
talked about the national and local
news and politics. The petty session

court was also held here.
Look at the shops
on the right

Look at the shops on the right
of the Golden Ball and you will
see that the buildings were
once two fine houses. One of
the original doorways still
stands and serves as the

Cross the road and walk past the Golden
Ball and through the archway into what
is now a supermarket car park.

In the late 19th Century Poulton market became so
busy that the streets were crowded with animals, food
stalls and shoppers. In 1896 the land at the back of the
Golden Ball was developed as an Auction Mart.
Attached to the brick walls at the back of the Golden
Ball can still be found traces of the iron rings to which
bulls would be tethered on market days. The auction
mart was closed in 1969.

This is the site of an ancient Tithebarn. These were
built near the parish church to hold the 1/10th of local
produce which was paid by the local community
towards the upkeep of the parish church. Tithes were
introduced into Britain in AD 794 and the tithe system
existed in some form until 1936. Before its demolition
in 1969 the tithebarn was used to stage plays and hold
workshops run by local craftsmen.
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Looking to the left, past the car

park, in the distance can be seen

the original building of the

independent Chapel built in 1808.

Later called the Congregational Church and
then the United Reformed Church, it was
restored in 1886. A new church was built in
1898 and the original chapel served as the

catering for farmers and labourers coming to Poulton
on market days from villages close by. Inn signs did not
appear until the early 19th Century and before this beer
was brewed and sold in houses. The ginnell at the side
of the shop gave access to the rear of the inn.

entrance to the shoe repairers
shop. In the mid-19th Century
one of the houses was a small
private school with around 30
children boarding there.

hall. In the 2000s the 1898 chapel was turned
into a set of residential apartments and the
ornate frontage of the building was saved.
The original chapel is now in use again.
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Walk carefully across the
car park to the left of the
supermarket building to a
set of steps leading down to
a path alongside the railway
line. Turn right along this
path to emerge on Breck
Road, opposite the railway
station.

The first railway line to Poulton was
opened in 1840 and the original
station stood at the bottom of Breck
Road on the corner of Station Road.
The present station was built in 1894
and had one of the longest platforms
in England. It has won a number of
competitions for its appearance under
the care of the Friends Group. Notice
the LYR in the stone lintel next to the
main door, denoting the Lancashire
and Yorkshire railway.

Look down Breck Road, which slopes
away from you, and notice the large
Victorian family houses built in the
1880s by wealthy business people. A
back street runs behind the houses on
the left and the outbuildings now
used as garages were originally built
as stabling for the houses. The name
‘Breck’ is probably derived from the
Old Norse meaning ‘slope’.
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Walk back up Breck Road,
heading toward the
Thatched House pub

On the corner of Breck Road
and Vicarage Road is a red brick
building, the former
Conservative Club, which is now
a bar. Until 1929 this was the
Ship Inn, which accounts for the
sailing ships to be seen in the
brickwork high up on the walls.

The white building on the left
was the birthplace of William
Thornber, a noted local historian.
Born in 1803, William later
became the Vicar of St. John's
Parish Church, Blackpool. His
parents, Giles and Elizabeth are
buried nearby in a large tomb in
the north east corner of St.
Chad’s Churchyard.
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Look across
Vicarage Road to a
fine detached
house on the corner
of Chapel Street

This was built as the town
Savings Bank in 1839, the date
marked by a plaque high on
the end wall, by the end of
the 19th Century the building
was also in use as a lending
library.

Turn left at the junction to walk
a little way along Vicarage Road

On your left is Poulton’s original cinema, the Rialto, built in 1917 and
now a restaurant. Opposite stands the Poulton-le-Fylde Community
Hall which today holds a varied programme of events throughout
the year. Built in 1925 as a church hall, the building both internally
and externally is a fine example of Arts and Crafts architecture. At
the far end of Vicarage Road is a children’s play area, Vicarage Park,
more commonly known by locals as Jean Stansfield Park, named
after a little girl who died in the 1930's aged 8 years. The land for the
park was gifted to the town by her parents.



